


JOHN STROUD'S series on European post-war piston-engined airliners continues
with the Short Sandringham flying-boat

POST-WAR PROPLINERS

Sunderland III G-AGKX was modi-
fied to become the sole Sandringham

1, with Pegasus engines. It was still basi-
cally a Sunderland but with modified
and improved interior accommodation
and faired nose and tailcone. It was
launched on to the Medway at
Rochester late in November 1945 as
ML788 OQZF, received its C of A n
January 1946 and was redelivered to
BOAC that June as G-AGKX Himalaya.
Three undated Shorts brochures in
my possession cover three Sandringham
versions on offer 21-seat type with
Bristol Pegasus 38s and de Havilland
Hydromatic propellers, 56,0001b all-up
weight, 4,410lb pavload and 1,790 nau-
tical miles range at 152kt; 21-seat ver-

Imcntiuncd last month that BOAC's

sion with Pratt & Whitney Twin Wasps
and Hamilton propellers, 60,0001b all-
up weight, 5,916lb payload and 2,110
nautical miles range at 152kt; and 45-
seat version with Pegasus 38s, 56,0001b
all-up weight, 9,4501b payload and 1,290
nautical miles range at 151kt. The
Pegasus-engined models are guoted as
having a maximum level speed of 185kt
and the Pratt & Whitney powered "boats
as 208kt.

As far as | can discover only the
Sandringham 1 had Pegnsus engines.
The type was built in seven versions as:

Sandringham 1; BOAC's first with
accommodation for 24 day or 16 night
passengers, with dining saloon and
cocktail bar on the rear upper deck.

Sandringham 2: 45-passenger ver-

sion for Dodero with upper-deck bar
(three built).

Sandringham 3: 2l-passenger tyvpe
for Dodero with upper-deck dining
saloon and galley (two built).

Sandringham 4: 30-passenger ver-
gion for Tasman Empire Airways with
upper-deck pantry (four built).

Sandringham 5: BOAC's Plymouth
class for 22 day or 16 night passengers
and lower-deck pantry (nine built plus
one burned out during conversion).

Sandringham 6: 37-passenger ver-
sion for DNL-Norwegian Air Lines with
lower-deck pantry (five built),

Sandringham 7. 30-passenger
Bermuda class for BOAC (three built).

Although the Sunderlands gave
BOAC good service, the corporation was

Heading photograph, BOAC's
Sandringham & G-AHZD
Portmarnock poised to alight in
October 1949,

Right, Dodero was the first cus-
tomer for the Sandringham.
G-ACGPZ, later LV-AAOD, was
the first Short & Harland con-
version. Here it is taking off from
Belfast Lough.

KEITH WOODCOCK s paint-
ing shows DNL's Short
Sandringham 6 LN-IA U Bamse
Brakar,
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Right, the flight deck of a Shor
Sandringham.

not the first customer for Sandringhams.
The first order was placed for Dodero
for four 'boats with Pratt & Whitney
Twin Wasp R-1830-92 engines. Two were
Sandringham 2s and two Sandringham
3s. The first was launched at Belfast on
November 17, 1945, as G-AGPZ
Argentina and the second was G-AGPT
Uruguay. The two Sandringham 3s were
G-AGPY Brazil and G-AGTZ Inglaterra
— in service they were respectively
LV-AAQ, 'P, 'R and 'Q.

Here I will only relate the histories
of the South American Sandringhams
and follow with brief details of other
Sandringham operations, the entire
Sandringham production being covered
in the table on page 57.

The four Dodero ‘boats all passed to
ALFA, a Dodero subsidiary, and oper-
ated local services. A Short Brothers
and Short & Harland leaflet stated
“Short Sandringhams operating regu-
larly between South America and
England. 7,400 miles (statute) Buenos
Aires—Montevideo—Rio de Janeiro—
Natal—Bathurst—Lisbon—Poole.”
This was Dodero’s intention but I can
find no evidence that such a service was
ever operated.

A third Sandringham 2, LV-ACT, was
ordered by Dodero and operated by
ALFA; all but LV-AAP passed to
Aerolineas Argentinas, it having
crashed in fog at Buenos Aires on July
29, 1948, with 18 fatalities, LV-AAR sank
after a forced alighting at Buenos Aires
on December 31, 1957, with nine oeccu-
pants being drowned. Aerolineas
Argentinas ceased flying-boat opera-
tions in 1962 but the survivors, including
LV-AHM Almirante Zar acquired from
SAS, saw some service as freighters
with Co-operativa Argentina de
Aeronavegantes, LV-AAQ having been

Right, DNL's Sandringham 6 Bukken Bruse.
The ASV radar may be seen beneath the star-
board wingtip. Below, TEAL's Sandringham
4 Australia.

renamed Rio Aguilera and LV-AAR
Formosa, the latter having been beached
and repaired after its 1957 accident.
The gecond customer for
Sandringhams was Tasman Empire
Airways (TEAL) which ordered four
Sandringham 4s. The first, ZK-AMB
Tasman, was delivered on July 17, 1946,
and the other three during 1946 and 1947.
They were used on the trans-Tasman ser-
vices but suffered engine cooling prob-
lems and were withdrawn from February
23, 1948, until mid-June. They began to

be replaced by Solents on November 14,
1949, and TEAL's last Sandringham ser-
vice, from Sydney to Auckland, was oper-
ated by ZK-AME on December 19, 1949,
Two of them, ZK-AMB and 'D, went to
Gantas as VH-EBW and VH-EBX, the
latter passing to Ansett Flying Boat
Services as VH-BRE:; ZE-AME also went
to Ansett, as VH-BRID.

BOAC acquired nine Sandringham 5s
in 1947 and operated them as the
Plymouth class, supplementing them
with three Bermuda-class Sandringham
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78 in 1948, The Plymouths went into
operation on May 2, 1947, flving weekly
Poole—Bahrain and Bahrain—Karachi
services and on June 23 began a weekly
Poole—Hong Kong service to supple-
ment the Hythe-class Sunderlands.

On March 19, 1948, G-AJMZ inaugu-
rated the extension from Hong Kong to
Iwakuni in Japan and the 10,625-mile
journey from Poole was scheduled to
take seven days. On April 7 the
Plymouths opened a Singapore—Hong
Kong service. The Iwakuni route was
extended to Tokyo on November 20 and
a short-lived Hong Kong—Shanghai
operation began on December 30,

Plymouths were replaced by Solents
on the Southampton—Karachi services
on May 26, 1949, and on August 26-2§
Plymouths were withdrawn from the Far
East routes,

(3-AHZB was lost in an accident at
Bahrain on August 22, 1947, and the
others were put up for sale. In April
1950 deposits had been paid on the 11
'boats but only three were sold at that
period — to Qantas. Later one of the
Bermuda class went to Sir Gordon
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Taylor and two went to CAUSA.

The only other customer for new
Sandringhams was DNL-Norwegian Air
Lines which ordered three Sandringham
6s to operate the Oslo—Trondheim
—Bode—Harstad—Tromse route into
the Arctic. These were extensively
equipped for the difficult terrain and
weather conditions and retained the
Sunderland V's ASV.6¢ radar but even
this did not ensure safety and three were
lost in accidents including flying into
high ground. Two further 'boats were
acquired as replacements. LN-IAV was
lost .at Tjelesund on August 28, 1947;
LN-IAW at Hommelvik near Trondheim
on October 2, 1948; and LN-IAU near
Harstad on May 15, 1850. The two
remaining 'boats passed to SAS. One of
them, LN-LAI, was chartered to France-
Hydro and sank at Bangui and the other,
LN-LMEK (the last Sandringham conver-
sion) went to Aerolineas Argentinas as
LV-AHM,

In Australia Qantas operated five, two
ex-TEAL Sandringham 4s and three ex-
BOAC Sandringham 5s. They were
introduced on Sydney—Noumea—Fiji

Left, part of a Sandringham's passenger
accommodation — almost certainly the upper
deck of a Dodero “boat.

(Suva) services on May 2, 1850, and the
last operation took place in June 1955,
On June 1 VH-EBYV left its Rose Bay
base at Sydney for the round trip to
Noumea, Vila, Egpiritu Santo and Suva,
arriving back at Sydney on June 4.

In August 1953 Ansett took over the
Sydney—Lord Howe Island route pre-
viously worked by Trans Oceanic
Airways and Ansett Flying Boat
Services used three 43-zeat
Sandringhams on the route, VH-BRC
Beachcomber (formerly TEAL's ZK-
AMH), VH-BRD(TEAL’s ZK-AME) and
VH-BRE Pacific Chiefiain (ex-ZK-AMD
and VH-EBX). VH-BRD was written off
at Brishane. At some time VH-BRC and
VH-BRD) were owned by Barrier Reef
Airways which would account for their
registrations and VH-BRC was named
Coral Clipper.

VH-BRE was wrecked by a cyclone
while on the lagoon at Lord Howe Island
in July 1963. To replace this last loss
the previously-mentioned RNZAF
Sunderland NZ4108 was flown to Rose
Bay and converted to near-Sandringham
standard as VH-BRF Islander with
accommodation for 43 passengers. When
Ansett withdrew the flying-boats in 1974
they both went to Antilles Air Boats in
the Virgin Islands. VH-BRC became VP-
LVE Excalibur and VH-BRF was re-reg.-
istered VP-LVF and named Excalibur
IIi. Both flying-boats have survived,
VH-BRC in the Hall of Aviation at
Southampton while the near-
Sandringham, G-BJHS, is the only air-
worthy Sunderland. Tt has recently been
sold in the USA,

Ag earlier mentioned Capt Sir Gordon
Taylor acquired BOAC's G-AKCO for
Pacific tours as VH-APG. It then went
to RAI (Réseau Aérien Interinsulaire)
in Tahiti as F-OBIP, flying up to 1966,
and is now a Musée de I’Air exhibit at

Below, BOAC's Sandringham § G-AHZC
Pembroke taking off from Southampton Water
in 1947,
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Above, TEAL's Sandringham 4 Tasman.
Right, the Bermuda-class Sandringham T
G-AKCO after being prepared for Capt Sir
CGordon Tavior's Pacific eruises,

Le Bourget. The two other BOAC
Bermuda-class 'boats G-AKCP and
G-AKCR, went to Uruguay for CAUSA’s
River Plate services and became
CX-ANI and CX-ANA.

To conclude I give brief details of my
personal experience of the big Short
flying-boats. I did fly in four RAF
Sunderlands on NATO exercises and
flew round the Isle of Wight in BOAC's
Hythe G-AGIA — all enjoyable experi-
ences, but some of the most enjovable
flights were in Sandringhams.

In May 1949 my wife and I had the
good fortune to fly on DNL's LN-IAU
from Oslo to Tromse and back. We left
from Fornebu's seaplane station and
went via Hommelvik, a delightful spot
near Trondheim, crossed the Aretic
Circle on the way to Bode and made a
call at Harstad before passing the
upturned hull of the Tirpitz and alight-

Right, the Qantas Sandringham 4 VH-EBX
had been TEAL's ZK-AMB. Below, an evoca-
tive view of BOACs Short Sandringham 5
(-AHZD Portmarnock, taken in October 1949,

Short Sunderland and Sandringham data

Sunderland 111 Sandringham 5
Dimensions
2= e e
Wing area 1,437!’& 1,411,71{5'
o 33,0001k 39,5001b
Loaded 58,000b 60,0001
Maximum speed 205 m.p.h. 0 mph.
Cluikingipeed }E&m Wb };ﬁm. i
Raﬂs? 2,350 miles 2,450 miles
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ing off Tromse. The flight was over and
among spectacular scenery we saw
something of the weather and terrain
problems posed by the route. The out-
ward journey involved 4hr 39min flying
and the southbound 5hr 17min. I well
watertight
between the eabins being shut for each

the

remember

take-off.

Then in November 19591 had the plea-
gure of flying from Rose Bay to Lord
Howe Island and back in Ansett's VH-
BRC. At Lord Howe the water in the
lagoon is such bright green that it made
the whole Sandringham look green. On
the return trip we flew into the sunset
— appropriately — and alighted on
Sydney Harbour at last light. The out-
ward flight took 3hr 2lmin at 8,000ft
with 3hr 3min airborne, and the return
flight took 3hr 1min with 2hr 46min air-

borne.

Little did I know that that November
10 was to see my last flight in a large
flying-boat, after just under 50hr in
Sunderlands and Sandringhams plus
some in Empire ‘boats and Solents. [ am
sorry for people who have never expe-

Sandringhams converted from Sunderlands at Belfast

SHAC
SH.2C
SH.3C
SH.4C
SH.30C
5H31C
5H.33C

SH.33C
SH.34C
SH.35C
SH.36C
SH.37C
SH.38C
SH.39C
SH.40C
SH.AIC

doors

5H.48C
SH.51C
SH.52C

SH.A3C

rienced the pleasure of take-offs and T

alightings in them — that was some-

thing very special,

Mk 2 DV964  G-AGPZ  Dodero Argentina LV-AAC), ALFA, AA

Mk 2 DD834  G-AGPT  Dodero ¥ LM-AAP, ALFA

Mk 3 DOE41 G-AGPY  Dodero Brazil LV-AAR, ALFA, AA

Mk 3 ENN7O0 G-AGTZ  Dodero Inglaterra LV-AAQ, ALFA, AA

Mk 4 ML7&E1T ZK-AMB  TEAL Tasman, Qantas VH-EBW

Mk 5 MLAIE G-AHYY  BOAC Portsmaouth

Mk 4 MJ255 ZK-AMD  TEAL Australia, Qantas VH-EBX, Ansett VH-BRE

Facific Chieftain

Mk 4 NI7S ZK-AME  TEAL MNew Zealand, Anselt VH-BRD

Mk 5 ML783 G-AHZA  BOAC Penzance

Mk 5 ML7E4 G-AHYZ  Burned oul under conversion

Mk 5 MLB1B G-AHZE  BOAC Portsea

Mk 5 MLE2E G-AHZG BOAC Pevensey, Qanmtas VH-EBZ Pacific Explorer
Mk 5 N7 G-AHZB  BOAC Portland, crashed Bahrain 22/8/47

Mk 5 MJ253 G-AHZC  BOAC Pembroke

Mk 5 MJ257 G-AHZD BOAC Portmamock, Qantas VH-EBV Pacific Warrior
Mk 5 NJ188  G-AHZF = BOAC Poole, Qantas VH-EBY Pacific Vbyager
Mic 2 MLB43  G-AHRE  Dodero Paraguay IV-ACT, ALFA, AA

Mkb MLBO9 LMN-14V DML

Mk & MLBO7 LM-IALL DML Bamse Brakar
Mk6& IM720 LM-IAW DML Bukken Bruse

Mk 3 LV-AAQ  SH.4C refit

Mk 3 LV-AAR  SH.AC refit

Mk4  JMT715 ZK-AMH  TEAL Auckland, Ansett VH-BRC Beachcomber
Mk 5 IME81 G-AIMZ  BOAC Perth

Mk T IM719 G-AKCD BQI.ILC Srﬂelt;!m Sir Gordon Taylor VH-APG
Mk 7 Enr2 G-AKCP  BOAC St David, CAUSA CX-ANI

Mk 7 MLBAD  G-AKCR  BOAC St Andrew, CAUSA CX-ANA

Mk 6 W4037  LMN-LAl DML Jutulen, SAS charter to France-Hydro

Mk 6 JM714  LN-LMK  DNL Polarbjorn, AA LV-AHM Almirante Zar
Awiacitn del Litoral Fluvial Argentina RAl = Réseau Aérien Interinsulaire
mdmﬁmﬁnu TEAL = Tasman Empire Airways

Don’t miss
next month’s

— May
on sale April 21:

see page 35 for details
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